Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Sutherland Shire Marine Association, held on board the 
TSMV Gunnamatta berthed at Cronulla Marina, Tonkin Street, Cronulla, 
on Wednesday, 18 June 2008 commencing at 6.15pm
PRESENT:  
A total of 13 SSMA members including the Management Committee of Stephen Downes (President) Chris Tregoning (Treasurer) Bob Oomen (Secretary), and Brad Cornish.

Also in Attendance:

Mayor – Cl David Redmond, Fiona Thomson NSW Maritime; Balinda Parish University of Wollongong; Glenn Holdstock, Claudia Jochelson, Todd Hopwood and Neil Treadwell Sutherland Shire Council.

APOLOGIES:   

Lee Crane Sutherland Shire Council, Wayne Blue Water Boat Covers, Roland Persson All at Sea Charters, Craig Kass Splits fibreglass boat repairs.
1.
WELCOME


President, Mr Downes welcomed those in attendance and officially opened the Annual General Meeting of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association (SSMA).
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM

Decision:
That the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association held on 20 June 2007 be confirmed as a correct record.
3.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2007/2008 FOR THE


 SUTHERLAND SHIRE MARINE ASSOCIATION

Stephen Downes, President of the SSMA tabled the President’s Report for 2007/2008, and addressed the Meeting and overviewed the highly successful activities that had taken place in the last twelve months. The address noted the economic contribution made to the local boating and marine industry by the SSMA. Also noted was the positive relationship and interactive partnerships that have been developed between the SSMA and other organisations and regulatory bodies. This relationship has seen the SSMA invited to participate and provide ideas and direction into marine industry changes being initiated by relevant agencies.
The SSMA has also been actively involved with the tourism industry focusing on maritime activities.
4. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The Treasurer advised that the main expenditure in the preceding year was a payment of $1,900.00 to Wollongong University being a funding / assistance payment. The funds would be used to assist the Universities ongoing business research programme.
 The treasurer also asked that members ensure that they renew their membership with the SSMA and pay their membership fees. 

The Treasurer did not table a copy of the Annual Accounts but stated that the SSMA was still in a healthy financial position overall as there had been little expenditure in the preceding period other that the payment to Wollongong University.


The motion was put by the President that the Treasurers Report be adopted.


The above motion was passed unanimously.
5.
ELECTION OF THE SSMA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Mr Downes informed the Meeting that in accordance with clause 43.5 of the Rules of Association the following Members of the Management Committee are required to retire from office at this point:  Stephen Downes, Chris Tregoning, Bob Oomen, Trevor Walding and Brad Cornish then stood down.
At this point Mr Todd Hopwood from Sutherland Shire Council assumed control of the meeting and took the position of returning officer.
Mr Hopwood informed the members of those offering themselves for election to the Management Committee.  As there were no more then one nomination for each of the Executive positions and committee positions, the following were elected unopposed and Mr Hopwood moved the following motion:

“1. 
That Mr Trevor Walding
be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association and be elected as President.

2. 
That Mr Chris Tregoning be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association and be elected as Treasurer.

3. 
That Mr Bob Oomen be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association and be elected as Secretary.

4.
That Ms Jocelyn Buskens be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association.

5.
That Mr Frank Bragias be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association.”
6.
That Mr Brad Cornish be appointed to the Management Committee of the Sutherland Shire Marine Association.”
The above motion was passed unanimously and the incoming President assumed control of the meeting from Mr Hopwood.

6.
PRESENTATION BY GEORGES RIVER RIVERKEEPER, 


MR SIMON ANNABELLE.
Mr Simon Annabelle was unable to attend the meeting and there was no presentation. 

7.
PRESENTATION BY PORT HACKING RIVERKEEPER, 


MS. FIONA THOMSON

Ms Fiona Thomson from NSW Maritime addressed the members and gave a presentation on the achievements and ongoing programmes and management plan of the area under her control in the Port Hacking River catchment area and waterways.
Ms Thomson explained how the Riverkeeper programme was a joint initiative of NSW Maritime and Sutherland Shire Council to improve and protect the ecological health of the Port Hacking River and catchment areas through a co-ordinated approach with all private and public stakeholders.
Ms Thomson detailed the roles played by NSW Maritime and the responsibilities and duties undertaken by them to ensure the primary objectives of having a safe and clean waterway are met.

Ms Thomson also detailed current programmes being carried out and what projects were being looked at being implemented in the future.

The members thanked Ms Thomson for her informative presentation.

8. UPDATE ON BUSINESS RESEARCH PROGRAM FROM UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG.



Ms Belinda Parish who is an Honours student for Wollongong University addressed the meeting on behalf of Lois Burgess providing an update on the Business Research Programme being undertaken by the University. Ms Parish advised that Ms Burgess was unavailable to make the presentation as she was overseas.


Ms Parish thanked the SSMA for their financial assistance and support of the research programme which was focussing on how to develop and implement ‘E-collaboration’ in small business.


One of the objectives of the project is to establish a pilot programme with small and medium businesses to develop their businesses by using ‘E-technology’ to establish, develop and strengthen their business. She asked for any of the members present to contact her to if they would like to participate in the trial programme.

At the conclusion of her presentation, the members thanked Ms Parish for her update on the research programme.

Mr Walding thanked all those in attendance for taking the time to attend the meeting and encouraged all members to stay actively involved with the Association.
At this point the President, Mr Trevor Walding asked the retiring President, Mr Stephen Downes to come forward. Mr Walding, on behalf of the SSMA and its members then presented Mr Downes with Honorary Membership to the SSMA in recognition of his service to the SSMA as President for the last four years.
The meeting closed at   7.06pm.
